EMPIRES AND REPUBLICS

THE GREEK WARS:  PERSIAN AND PELOPONNESIAN
REVIEW QUESTIONS
If any of these appear in the essay portion of the test, you will need to create a five-paragraph essay discussing a significant answer (thesis) supported by 3 reasons.  
1.  Was the end result of the Persian Wars caused by the military genius of the Greeks or the mistakes and unfortunate circumstances of the Persians?  In other words, did the Greeks WIN the Persian Wars OR did the Persians LOSE the Persian Wars?  Questions to consider (but not necessarily address) include:  

-How were the Greeks able to defend their land and defeat the Persians during the Persian Wars?  

-Which Greek leaders and what tactics helped them stand up against the Persians?  

-What mistakes did the Persians make?  

-What other unfortunate circumstances (i.e. natural disasters, uprisings, etc) did the Persians experience? 

2. Which city-state (Athens or Sparta) was most responsible for the victory against the Persians?  Why?
Make sure to consider all strategies, battles, mistakes, etc. and to support your answer with at least three main reasons.

3.  What was the end result of the Peloponnesian War?  Was this result due to the arrogance of Athens or the military prowess and successful tactics of the Spartans?  As a concluding point, how will the end result of the Peloponnesian War affect Greece?  
Make sure to address SPECIFIC examples from the war to support your thesis statement.
4. Was the Peloponnesian War the direct result of the Persian War?  Why or why not? 

Issues that can be addressed include politics, economy, military, religion, and culture.

